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He was born great in that he possessed brain-power
and industry far above the average ; he achieved
greatness partly by his own hard work and partly
by successfully cultivating the favours of the mighty.
Finally, with the first serious clashing of East and
West, he had greatness thrust upon him, becoming
in truth the Indispensable Man.

The Hon. John W. Foster, American adviser to
Li Hung-chang in the Shimonoseki Treaty negotia-
tions, has recorded the following opinion of the
Viceroy in his eulogistic preface to the " Memoirs "
published " with the consent of the Imperial Govern-"
ment" in 1913 :

" Li Hung-chang was not only the greatest man the
Chinese race has produced in modern times, but, in
combination of qualities, the most unique personality
of the past century among all the nations of the
world. He was distinguished as a man of letters ;
as a soldier in important campaigns he rendered
valuable services to his country ; as a statesman for
thirty years he maintained a recognised pre-eminence
over his countrymen in the oldest and most populous
nation of the earth; and as a diplomat his achieve-
ments entitle him to a front rank in the international
rektions of all history."

The ingenious Editor of these same " Memoirs 35
sums up the Viceroy's character and work in a very
different style of appreciation, savouring strongly of
" Young China," in critical vein :

" Li Hung-chang was powerful because of his
wealth, his army, and his skill in diplomacy. To
yjprease his wealth or influence, or to benefit China,
he was willing to be double-faced or even ten-faced.
He was wanting in the Christian or Confucian standard